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The ODIHR defines human rights, rule of law, and democracy as the “human dimension”
of the OSCE security strategy. Promotion of this human dimension is indeed a key
element in the consolidation of international peace and security. In the context of the
Responsibility to Protect, the human dimension can be considered an umbrella category
encompassing all medium- to long-term strategies for the prevention of mass atrocity
crimes. Historical events and current crisis have proven that no country is immune from
mass atrocity risk, and therefore long-term preventive strategies should be implemented in
all contexts at all time. This is especially the case for those countries hosting large minority
groups that to some extent face overt or cover forms of discrimination. Policies to build
inter-group dialogue, foster tolerance, and ultimately protect the rights of minority members
are central to the construction of resilient societies and to the dissipation of mass atrocity
risk.
In light of the above, and by marking the 10th anniversary of the creation of the normative
principle, the Budapest Centre wishes to discuss the “human dimension” component of the
Responsibility to Protect in the context of the ODIHR Human Dimension Implementation
Meetings. In particular, the Budapest Centre wishes to highlight the importance of applying
a mass atrocity lens to policy actions taking place in situations where the risk is low, yet
constantly present, such as most OSCE member states. A panel of three experts,
respectively from civil society, academia, and diplomacy, will engage in a discussion on
best practices, lessons learned, and future challenges in the implementation of the human
dimension of RtoP. A Budapest Centre in-house expert will moderate the discussion.
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